Upgrading optparse code
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Originally, the argparse module had attempted to maintain compatibility with optparse. However,
optparse was difficult to extend transparently, particularly with the changes required to support nargs=
specifiers and better usage messages. When most everything in optparse had either been copy-pasted

over or monkey-patched, it no longer seemed practical to try to maintain the backwards compatibility.
The argparse module improves on the optparse module in a number of ways including:
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A partial upgrade path from optparse to argparse:
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